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CHAPTER TWENTY-ONE 

 

2017 DOMESTIC DEFINITIVE ISSUE. 
 

Note:  All illustrations in this chapter are reduced by 10% unless otherwise stated. 

 

21 February 2017. National Domestic Definitive Series - Orchids. 

 

   
 

   
 

A new series of orchid definitives was planned for issue on 21 June 2012, but was deferred until 31 December 2013 and 

then cancelled, reportedly due to opposition from some members of the Council of Rulers.  It had been intended that all 

the low values, from 5s. to 60s., would have borne the state sultans’ crests, and 70s. to RM5 would have used the 

existing flowers series.  The issue was next planned for issue on 8 August 2014, but did not appear and was 

subsequently deleted from the programme.  It eventually formed the GST-paid counterpart for domestic mail to 

complement the recently-issued GST-free international mail stamps.  As such, they were restricted to the lower values 

used on domestic mail.  Following changes to the tax structure in the summer of 2018, separate issues ceased to be 

necessary and these became the general all-purpose issue.  All were initially sold at 5s. above face, until GST was first 

abolished and then reinstated as a “final bill” tax instead of a “per item” tax. 

 Designed by Reign Associates, this issue initially comprised six counter sheets, a process sheet and a miniature 

sheet. 

 

Initial counter sheets (Type 1): 

 The 27mm x 32mm counter sheet stamps showed: 

 60s.: Rynchostylis retusa; 

 70s: Phalaenopsis violacea; 

 80s.: Vanda helvola; 

 90s.: Paphiopedilum lowii; 

 RM1: Arachnis flos-aeris; 

 RM1.10: Papilionanthe hookeriana. 

They were printed in sheets of 20 (4 x 5) by Percetakan Keselamatan Nasional using five-colour (standard plus silver) 

offset lithography.  As a security measure, the stamps were overprinted with “POS MALAYSIA” in wavy text across 

the lower part of the flower, printed in a translucent metallic ink that showed gold when viewed at an angle to the light.  

Another security feature was that the grey background to the descriptive tablet at the bottom of each stamp was 

composed of rows of repeated “POSMALAYSIA” in silver microprint.  Sheet markings were issue title in top margin, 

colour dots (x5) to left of R1/1 and right of R5/4, 1A (x5) to right of R1/4 and left of R5/1, Pos emblem below R5/2-3.  

The lot and side margins were illustrated with the flower shows on the respective stamps, the bottom margin being plain 

colour (lighter around Pos emblem).  The phosphor-coated paper gave a greenish-white fluorescent reaction and a 

yellow-green after-glow under ultra-violet light.  The paper had watermark Multiple SPM inverted.  The comb 

perforations measured 14.1 x 13.8.  The top and bottom margins were imperforate, the sides being perforated through. 

 

Process sheet: 

 To produce pre-stamped first day covers, one or two process sheets were used.  These contained se-tenant strips of 

three values: 60s.-70s.-80s. and 90s.-RM1-RM1.10.  The stamps from these sheets had the watermark sideways reading 

down and perforation 14.1 x 13.8.  A first day cover exists with the sideways watermark stamps separately applied, 

60s.-80s. sideways reading down and 90s.-$1.10 sideways reading up. 
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Large counter sheets (Type 2): 

 100-set sheets printed by PKN quickly appeared with watermark upright (only the RM1.10 has yet to be reported).  

The background microprint at the foot of the stamp was grey instead of silver.  The wavy security overprint was 

omitted.  Sheet markings were Pos emblem above R1/5-6.printing number above R1/10, pane numbers (x5) to left of 

R1/1 and right of R10/10, colour dots (x5) to right of R1/10 and left of R10/1, column/sheet total in the bottom margin.   

 

Miniature sheet: 

 The 100mm x 85mm RM7 miniature sheet, sold 

at RM7.40, showed a se-tenant block of the six 

stamp designs in a RM7 frame.  It was imperforate 

with watermark sideways reading down. 

 

First day facilities: 

 There was no presentation pack. 

 The first day cover, sold at 55s., featured 

Rynchostylis retusa. 

 The special first day postmark included 

Rynchostylis retusa. 

 The folder was sold at RM6.35. 

 

 
 

 

CHECK LIST / SUMMARY (2017 Definitive Issue - High values) 

 

Type 1.  Initial printing with security marking: 

 

No. S.G. I.S.C. Value Wmk. Perf. Printing Mint Used 

17D.1.1 2205 - 60s. I 14.1 x 13.8 Initial   

17D.1.1a - - 60s. SD Imperf m/s   

17D.1.1b footnote - 60s. SD 14.1 x 13.8 fdc -  

17D.1.2 2206 - 70s. I 14.1 x 13.8 Initial   

17D.1.2a - - 70s. SD Imperf m/s   

17D.1.2b footnote - 70s. SD 14.1 x 13.8 fdc -  

17D.1.3 2207 - 80s. I 14.1 x 13.8 Initial   

17D.1.3a - - 80s. SD Imperf m/s   

17D.1.3b footnote - 80s. SD 14.1 x 13.8 fdc -  

17D.1.4 2208 - 90s. I 14.1 x 13.8 Initial   

17D.1.4a - - 90s. SD Imperf m/s   

17D.1.4b footnote - 90s. SD 14.1 x 13.8 fdc -  

17D.1.4c - - 90s. SU 14.1 x 13.8 fdc -  

17D.1.5 2209 - RM1 I 14.1 x 13.8 Initial   

17D.1.5a - - RM1 SD Imperf m/s   

17D.1.5b footnote - RM1 SD 14.1 x 13.8 fdc -  

17D.1.5c - - RM1 SU 14.1 x 13.8 fdc -  

17D.1.6 2210 - RM1.10 I 14.1 x 13.8 Initial   

17D.1.6a - - RM1.10 SD Imperf m/s   

17D.1.6b footnote - RM1.10 SD 14.1 x 13.8 fdc -  

17D.1.6c - - RM1.10 SU 14.1 x 13.8 fdc -  

 

17D.1.7 - - Se-tenant strip (1b-3b). -  

17D.1.8 - - - (4b-6b). -  

17D.1.8a - - - (4c-6c). -  

17D.1.9 MS2210a - Miniature sheet (1a-6a)   

17D.1.10 - - First day cover (7, 8).   

17D.1.10a - - - (7, 8a). -  

17D.1.11 - - - (9). -  
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Type 2.  Large-sheet printings without security marking: 

 

No. S.G. I.S.C. Value Wmk. Perf. Printing Mint Used 

17D.1.12 - - 60s. U 14.1 x 13.8 2018/1-4, 2019/1-2/61    

17D.1.13 - - 70s. U 14.1 x 13.8 2019/1-22   

17D.1.14 - - 80s. U 14.1 x 13.8 2018/1-2, 2019/1-53   

17D.1.15 - - 90s. U 14.1 x 13.8 2018/1   

17D.1.16 - - RM1 U 14.1 x 13.8 2018/1, 2019/1-2, 2020/1   

17D.1.17 - - RM1.10      

 

4 December 2018. 2017 Definitive Issue - State Low Values - Orchids. 

 

 

Federal Territory: Federal coat of arms. 

 

Johore: Sultan Ibrahim. 
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Kedah: Sultan Sallehuddin. 

 
 

Kelantan: Sultan Muhammed V. 

 
 

Malacca: Coat of arms. 
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Negri Sembilan: Yang Di-Pertua 

Negeri Tuaku Muhriz. 

 
 

Pahang: Sultan Ahmad Shah. 

 
 

Penang: Coat of arms. 
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Perak: Sultan Nazrin. 

 
 

Perlis: Raja Syed Sirajuddin. 

 
 

Sabah: Coat of arms. 
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Sarawak: Coat of arms. 

 
 

Selangor: Sultan Sharafuddin Idris 

Shah. 

 

Trengganu: Sultan Mizan Zainal 

Abidin. 

 

Although announced as a definitive issue, these stamps were only initially issued as miniature sheets containing six 

values for each of the fourteen states. 

 Designed by Reign Associates, this issue comprised 28 miniature sheets. 

 

Miniature sheets: 

 The 38mm x 29mm individual stamps showed: 
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 5s.:  Bulbophyllum Orchid (Bulbophyllum virescens); 

 10s.:  Helmet Orchid (Corybas carinatus); 

 20s.:  Vanilla Orchid (Vanilla griffithii); 

 30s.:  Almost Three-lobed Phaius (Phaius subtrilobus); 

 40s.:  Large-leaved Dendrobium (Dendrobium macrophyllum var. ternatense); 

 50s.:  Jewel Orchid (Anoetochilus reinwardtii). 

They were printed in se-tenant 123mm x 85mm miniature sheets of 6 (3 x 2) by Enschedé using offset lithography.  The 

unwatermarked 102gsm Tullis Russell TR8 OBA-free Stamp Paper gave no ultra-violet reaction, so each stamp bore a 

phosphor band over the left-hand end of the stamp.  Each stamp also bore security marking “POS MALAYSIA” in a 

wavy line of silver letters across the centre of the stamp.  The comb perforations measured 13.8 x 13.2.  They were also 

issued imperforate (see below).  The sheets were sold at the face value of the incorporated stamps (RM1.55 each sheet). 

 

Imperforate miniature sheets: 

 Imperforate sheets were also 

issued, incorporating an orange inner 

border around the stamps with face 

value RM5 instead of RM1.55.  In all 

other respects, they match the 

respective miniature sheet. 

 

 
 

First day facilities: 

 The first day cover, sold at 50s., featured Helmet Orchid. 

 The special first day postmark included an orchid. 

 The folder was sold at RM8. 

 

 

CHECK LIST / SUMMARY (2017 Definitive Issue - State values) 

 

Federal Territory: 

 

No. S.G. I.S.C.  Mint Used 

17D.2.1 - - 5c. (from 7)   

17D.2.1a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.2.2 - - 10c. (from 7)   

17D.2.2a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.2.3 - - 20c. (from 7)   

17D.2.3a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.2.4 - - 30c. (from 7)   

17D.2.4a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.2.5 - - 40c. (from 7)   

17D.2.5a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.2.6 - - 50c. (from 7)   

17D.2.6a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.2.7 - - RM1.55 miniature sheet.   

17D.2.7a - - RM5 miniature sheet - Imperf.   

17D.2.8 - - First day cover (7).   

 

Johore: 

 

No. S.G. I.S.C.  Mint Used 

17D.3.1 - - 5c. (from 7)   

17D.3.1a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.3.2 - - 10c. (from 7)   
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No. S.G. I.S.C.  Mint Used 

17D.3.2a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.3.3 - - 20c. (from 7)   

17D.3.3a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.3.4 - - 30c. (from 7)   

17D.3.4a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.3.5 - - 40c. (from 7)   

17D.3.5a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.3.6 - - 50c. (from 7)   

17D.3.6a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.3.7 - - RM1.55 miniature sheet.   

17D.3.7a - - RM5 miniature sheet - Imperf.   

17D.3.8 - - First day cover (7).   

 

Kedah: 

 

No. S.G. I.S.C.  Mint Used 

17D.4.1 - - 5c. (from 7)   

17D.4.1a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.4.2 - - 10c. (from 7)   

17D.4.2a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.4.3 - - 20c. (from 7)   

17D.4.3a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.4.4 - - 30c. (from 7)   

17D.4.4a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.4.5 - - 40c. (from 7)   

17D.4.5a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.4.6 - - 50c. (from 7)   

17D.4.6a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.4.7 - - RM1.55 miniature sheet.   

17D.4.7a - - RM5 miniature sheet - Imperf.   

17D.4.8 - - First day cover (7).   

 

Kelantan: 

 

No. S.G. I.S.C.  Mint Used 

17D.5.1 - - 5c. (from 7)   

17D.5.1a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.5.2 - - 10c. (from 7)   

17D.5.2a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.5.3 - - 20c. (from 7)   

17D.5.3a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.5.4 - - 30c. (from 7)   

17D.5.4a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.5.5 - - 40c. (from 7)   

17D.5.5a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.5.6 - - 50c. (from 7)   

17D.5.6a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.5.7 - - RM1.55 miniature sheet.   

17D.5.7a - - RM5 miniature sheet - Imperf.   

17D.5.8 - - First day cover (7).   

 

Malacca: 

 

No. S.G. I.S.C.  Mint Used 

17D.6.1 - - 5c. (from 7)   

17D.6.1a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.6.2 - - 10c. (from 7)   

17D.6.2a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.6.3 - - 20c. (from 7)   

17D.6.3a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.6.4 - - 30c. (from 7)   

17D.6.4a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.6.5 - - 40c. (from 7)   
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No. S.G. I.S.C.  Mint Used 

17D.6.5a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.6.6 - - 50c. (from 7)   

17D.6.6a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.6.7 - - RM1.55 miniature sheet.   

17D.6.7a - - RM5 miniature sheet - Imperf.   

17D.6.8 - - First day cover (7).   

 

Negri Sembilan: 

 

No. S.G. I.S.C.  Mint Used 

17D.7.1 - - 5c. (from 7)   

17D.7.1a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.7.2 - - 10c. (from 7)   

17D.7.2a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.7.3 - - 20c. (from 7)   

17D.7.3a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.7.4 - - 30c. (from 7)   

17D.7.4a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.7.5 - - 40c. (from 7)   

17D.7.5a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.7.6 - - 50c. (from 7)   

17D.7.6a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.7.7 - - RM1.55 miniature sheet.   

17D.7.7a - - RM5 miniature sheet - Imperf.   

17D.7.8 - - First day cover (7).   

 

Pahang: 

 

No. S.G. I.S.C.  Mint Used 

17D.8.1 - - 5c. (from 7)   

17D.8.1a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.8.2 - - 10c. (from 7)   

17D.8.2a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.8.3 - - 20c. (from 7)   

17D.8.3a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.8.4 - - 30c. (from 7)   

17D.8.4a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.8.5 - - 40c. (from 7)   

17D.8.5a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.8.6 - - 50c. (from 7)   

17D.8.6a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.8.7 - - RM1.55 miniature sheet.   

17D.8.7a - - RM5 miniature sheet - Imperf.   

17D.8.8 - - First day cover (7).   

 

Penang: 

 

No. S.G. I.S.C.  Mint Used 

17D.9.1 - - 5c. (from 7)   

17D.9.1a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.9.2 - - 10c. (from 7)   

17D.9.2a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.9.3 - - 20c. (from 7)   

17D.9.3a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.9.4 - - 30c. (from 7)   

17D.9.4a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.9.5 - - 40c. (from 7)   

17D.9.5a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.9.6 - - 50c. (from 7)   

17D.9.6a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.9.7 - - RM1.55 miniature sheet.   

17D.9.7a - - RM5 miniature sheet - Imperf.   

17D.9.8 - - First day cover (7).   
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Perak: 

 

No. S.G. I.S.C.  Mint Used 

17D.10.1 - - 5c. (from 7)   

17D.10.1a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.10.2 - - 10c. (from 7)   

17D.10.2a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.10.3 - - 20c. (from 7)   

17D.10.3a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.10.4 - - 30c. (from 7)   

17D.10.4a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.10.5 - - 40c. (from 7)   

17D.10.5a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.10.6 - - 50c. (from 7)   

17D.10.6a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.10.7 - - RM1.55 miniature sheet.   

17D.10.7a - - RM5 miniature sheet - Imperf.   

17D.10.8 - - First day cover (7).   

 

Perlis: 

 

No. S.G. I.S.C.  Mint Used 

17D.11.1 - - 5c. (from 7)   

17D.11.1a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.11.2 - - 10c. (from 7)   

17D.11.2a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.11.3 - - 20c. (from 7)   

17D.11.3a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.11.4 - - 30c. (from 7)   

17D.11.4a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.11.5 - - 40c. (from 7)   

17D.11.5a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.11.6 - - 50c. (from 7)   

17D.11.6a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.11.7 - - RM1.55 miniature sheet.   

17D.11.7a - - RM5 miniature sheet - Imperf.   

17D.11.8 - - First day cover (7).   

 

Sabah: 

 

No. S.G. I.S.C.  Mint Used 

17D.12.1 - - 5c. (from 7)   

17D.12.1a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.12.2 - - 10c. (from 7)   

17D.12.2a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.12.3 - - 20c. (from 7)   

17D.12.3a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.12.4 - - 30c. (from 7)   

17D.12.4a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.12.5 - - 40c. (from 7)   

17D.12.5a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.12.6 - - 50c. (from 7)   

17D.12.6a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.12.7 - - RM1.55 miniature sheet.   

17D.12.7a - - RM5 miniature sheet - Imperf.   

17D.12.8 - - First day cover (7).   

 

Sarawak: 

 

No. S.G. I.S.C.  Mint Used 

17D.13.1 - - 5c. (from 7)   

17D.13.1a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.13.2 - - 10c. (from 7)   
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No. S.G. I.S.C.  Mint Used 

17D.13.2a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.13.3 - - 20c. (from 7)   

17D.13.3a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.13.4 - - 30c. (from 7)   

17D.13.4a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.13.5 - - 40c. (from 7)   

17D.13.5a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.13.6 - - 50c. (from 7)   

17D.13.6a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.13.7 - - RM1.55 miniature sheet.   

17D.13.7a - - RM5 miniature sheet - Imperf.   

17D.13.8 - - First day cover (7).   

 

Selangor: 

 

No. S.G. I.S.C.  Mint Used 

17D.14.1 - - 5c. (from 7)   

17D.14.1a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.14.2 - - 10c. (from 7)   

17D.14.2a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.14.3 - - 20c. (from 7)   

17D.14.3a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.14.4 - - 30c. (from 7)   

17D.14.4a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.14.5 - - 40c. (from 7)   

17D.14.5a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.14.6 - - 50c. (from 7)   

17D.14.6a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.14.7 - - RM1.55 miniature sheet.   

17D.14.7a - - RM5 miniature sheet - Imperf.   

17D.14.8 - - First day cover (7).   

 

Trengganu: 

 

No. S.G. I.S.C.  Mint Used 

17D.15.1 - - 5c. (from 7)   

17D.15.1a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.15.2 - - 10c. (from 7)   

17D.15.2a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.15.3 - - 20c. (from 7)   

17D.15.3a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.15.4 - - 30c. (from 7)   

17D.15.4a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.15.5 - - 40c. (from 7)   

17D.15.5a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.15.6 - - 50c. (from 7)   

17D.15.6a - - - Imperf (from 7a).   

17D.15.7 - - RM1.55 miniature sheet.   

17D.15.7a - - RM5 miniature sheet - Imperf.   

17D.15.8 - - First day cover (7).   

 

 

 

NOTES 

 
1  2018/2, 2019/3-5 not examined by the author. 
2  2019/1 not examined by the author. 
3  2018/1, 2019/1-2 not examined by the author. 


